
speed this could be a cause.  
 Propellers should be in-
spected for dings, nicks, and 
major damage.  Propellers that 
have been damaged will cause 
vibrations that soon warp and 
impair the shaft and/or outdrive. 
Minor dings can be reconditioned 
out of the propeller. Major dam-
age requires replacement.  
Check with your diver because 
some are able and willing to do 
this in the water. If not, you 
may have to haul out anyway.  
Donôt be shy here, the key is to 
catch it early and only have to 
replace the propeller rather than 
the propeller, shaft, and out-
drive. Yikes!  
 Thru hull fittings can get 
ugly, quick. Donôt wait around to 
check into mysterious or slow 
leaks. The best way to see if you 
have a mystery leak is to grab 
your masking tape and a piece 
of paper. Tape the paper under 
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 Have you Heard?     

FUBAR Odyssey 2009 is a rally 

for power boaters. The San 

Diego Yacht Club hosts this 

yearôs trip. The destination is La 

Paz, Baja California in Novem-

ber 2009. Several of our clients 

are getting ready to go. If you 

are planning to go, let us know 

so we can keep an eye on you 

too. Sign up dinner is March 10, 

2009.  

Http://www.sdyc.org/fubar/  
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 The economy has most 
people trying to save every 
penny these days. Not being 
sure what the future holds 
may get you feeling monetarily 
conservative. However, mak-
ing the proper preparations 
before summer boating, you 
will  save tons of dough in the 
long run.   
 Not as many boaters 
hauled out this winter to do 
their normal yearly mainte-
nance. If you didnôt haul out, 
you should have a diver check 
the under side of your boat,  
propeller and the outside of 
the thru hull fittings.  
 You want to make sure 
that your paint is in good con-
dition. Poor paint coverage will 
lead to hard growth on ex-
posed hull surfaces. Just a lit-
tle bit of growth could cause 
your performance to suffer. If 
you notice a loss of top end 
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GONE FISHING? Each fishing trip the hunt begins all over again to find the biggest, 
baddest catch of all time! Remember to email us stories and pictures of your triumphs.   

the thru hull fittingé.and wait.  If the paper gets 
wet, you have a leak. If it is a real slow leak you 
may have to come back to it later. Water dam-
aged to the paper will show how significant the 
leak is. This scientific method also works when 
you have a leak that only seems to happen when 
you  are driving the boat. You can not be in two 
places at once, right? Tape up a paper towel, a 
sheet of paper, a t -shirt...anything that allows 
you to see exactly where that leak is coming 
from. Now that you have found your leak, re-
move the water damaged paper and leave a 
piece of masking tape there. Label it and call 
your mechanic. Some leaks can be fixed in the 
water, but it is not something you want to try out 
for the very first time if you are by yourself. If 
you have a leaky thru hull, it may be worth it in 
the long run to haul out.   
 Batteries are a major component to oneôs 
happy boating experience. Check your battery 
connections and charge. Salt water is highly cor-
rosive on the wires. Connections and wires can 
easily and inexpensively be replaced. Some bat-
teries require water to keep their charge. Be sure 
you have the proper level of water to make that 
happen.  
 Last but not least, who would we be if we 
did not recommend that you do a yearly oil 
change. Even if you do not have a lot of hours on 
the engine, the oil can get acidic from sitting.  
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Handy Tip  
 This time of year we get a 
lot of emergency calls from anx-
ious boaters out on the water. In 
most cases, they start to head out 
and an engine begins to overheat.  

 Spring and Summer mean 
more boating traffic. More boating 
traffic in the harbor area means 
more free - floating trash in the wa-
ter. All too commonly, a bag will 
get sucked up into the engine in-
take valve and cause overheating. 
If your engine is overheating be-
cause of a plastic bag clogging the 
intake vent, hit reverse. Next, 
make sure you donôt have some-
thing tangled up in your propeller. 
Be sure the engine is off -  Ouch! 
Last, check if your impeller is 
busted.  

 We donôt mind emergency 
calls, but you might...there is an 
additional charge if we have to 
leave a job to come rescue you.  

Jason, Lexi and Dwight with their thresher sharks.  
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